


NARRATIVE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Ins t ruc t ions : Discuss in some d e t a i l new developments, t rends , and changes 
within the department during the month. 

The l a s t week of October was a very busy week for our a c t i v i t i e s s taff with the 
Halloween pa r t i e s in the spot l i gh t . A t o t a l of forty-nine (49) Halloween pa r t i e s 
were held. They were very well planned and went off smoothly. A var ie ty of games were 
played at each party. The games were planned to s u i t the various bu i ld ings ' type of 
patient* For example: At our infirmary we t r i e d t r i c k guessing games which worked out 
very successfully. One a c t i v i t i e s person stayed in the room with the pa t i en t s while 
another a c t i v i t i e s person l e f t the room. While the one a c t i v i t i e s person was out of the 
room, the pa t i en t s and the other a c t i v i t i e s person would pick out an a r t i c l e . They would 
then c a l l in the person who would have to guess which a r t i c l e they had selected. The 
pat ients were a l l very delighted when the person would cor rec t ly guess the a r t i c l e . It is 
very d i f f i c u l t to find things tha t appeal to the infirmary type pa t i en t s because of t h e i r 
varied handicaps. However, t h i s type game ce r ta in ly does the t r i c k . 

Every Thursday afternoon a "Tea Dance" is held in one of the Skinner Division 
playrooms. The purpose of the dance is to ac t iva te a l l the g i r l s who otherwise are 
s i t t i n g id le on the wards. This year at our dances, we are attempting to teach the 
g i r l s a Grand March. This project is under the d i rec t ion of Miss Sally Quinn, P a t i e n t 
Act iv i t i es Worker, of Skinner Division. Thus far it has proven very successful and 
very popular with a l l of the g i r l s . It has already been used at one of our a l l school 
dances and the g i r l s who had received previous ins t ruc t ion helped those who had not. 
After several more months of repe t i t ion we hope our pa t i en t s w i l l be reasonably familiar 
with th i s procedure. This is an important s tep in soc i a l adjustment. 

The mother of one of the boys at Elm building donates ten do l l a r s (10.00) each 
month for the purpose of put t ing on a par ty for a l l the boys in the building. Her son 
is one of these boys. For the f i r s t par ty , Roy Welsaadt, patient Act iv i t i es leader I 
of the Bast Grove Division formed a committee of eight (8) pa t i en t s to plan the party 
and a lso to decide as to the refreshments t h a t were to be served. The pa t ien ts did very 
well in planning the par ty . This system of having p a r t i e s planned by the pa t ien t s gives 
them a feel ing of se l f -suff ic iency, which to a degree they a r e . This plan has been so 
successful t ha t Mr. Welsandt hopes to find some other pa t i en t s who have children in some 
other building who want to sponsor something along these l ines . 

During the month of October Dick Endres, Pat ient Ac t iv i t i e s Worker of the Sunnyside 
Division, took four (4) d i f fe ren t groups of male pa t i en t s for a half mile hike in to 
the wooded section, which is located on our campus. The main purpose of the hike is 
a marshmallow roas t . Don Fitchison and Dick Endres had previously bu i l t stone roast ing 
p i t at t h i s choice spot in the woods. The pa t ien ts were allowed to roas t t he i r own 
marshmallows but were very closely supervised. After the roas t ing of the marshmallows, 
the pa t i en t s and. Mr. Endres sat around the f i r e and t a lked . 

In the handicraft department the g i r l s are learning to do many th ings . They are 
given projects according to the i r a b i l i t y . They are doing such things a s , Swedish weav
ing, k n i t t i n g , crocheting, needle point work, sewing i n s t i t u t i o n towels, pillow cases 
and napkins. In addi t ion to t h i s , a special a r t s and c ra f t s c lass has been organized 
for those g i r l s having t a l en t in some form of a r t . Th is c lass is to be held only on 
Saturday mornings because many of the g i r l s work and are free at t h i s time only. The 
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department a lso has e ight (8) evening groups for g i r l s who work during the day. 

On Saturday October 10th, the annual Faribault hobby show was held in the 
Far ibaul t High School. Many of the Patient Ac t iv i t i e s Staff were cal led upon to 
demonstrate the i r various s k i l l s . About f i f teen (15) students from our school were 
taken downtown to exhibi t t he i r craf ts to the many people who v i s i t ed t h i s show. 

A program aimed at Rehabi l i ta t ion was held at the Dairy t h i s month. The boys 
invited a group of g i r l s to a pa r ty . The evening was spent dancing and the boys 
served the g i r l s a de l ic ious lunch. The pat ients were placed on the i r honor and 
t h e i r subsequent behavior proved worthy of t h i s t r u s t . No behavior problems were 
encountered and we plan to hold more of these pa r t i e s in the very near fu tu re . They 
are excel lent for the pa t i en t with the higher I .Q. who hate a good chance of returning 
to soc ie ty . 

Mr. C. Raymond Bowers resigned at our i n s t i t u t i o n in October. Be had the posi t ion 
of Pat ient Program Supervisor I. He resigned to take a pos i t ion in the s t a t e of 
Wisconsin. Mr. Ray C. Roach was appointed by Dr. E. J. Engberg as act ing Patient 
program Supervisor on a temporary b a s i s . 

Miss Helen Tousignant has joined our s taff as a Pat ient Act iv i ty Worker. She is now 
going through her or ien ta t ion period. She has taken a newly a l lo ted pos i t ion . 

Mr. Harwood K. Rinsem was on a sick leave for two weeks in October due to a deep 
lacera t ion of his r i g h t l e g . 

Mrs. Marge Smith, Pat ient Activi ty leader I of the Skinner Division, was on 
Federal Court Jury duty in S t . Paul for a l l but seven (7) days of the month of 
October. 

The a c t i v i t i e s department has s tar ted laying plans for the Thanksgiving and 
the Christmas Holidays which w i l l be upon us very soon. 
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